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want to point out that Mr. Cummings
accomplished all of these records be-
fore he turned 21.

I am immensely proud, as I know ev-
eryone in the Lowcountry is, of Mr.
Cummings for all of the hard work and
determination and dedication he has
given to his sport and to his country.

I cannot wait to watch him win the
gold medal for the United States in the
Olympic Games in Tokyo. His journey
is truly an inspiration to weightlifters,
to athletes of all types, and to all
Americans. I cannot be more proud.

God bless Mr. Cummings, the great
State of South Carolina, and the
United States of America.

REPEAL THE 2002 IRAQ AUMF

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. MASSIE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MASSIE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to end the
war in Iraq. That is right, it is still
going on. The 2002 AUMF that author-
ized military force in the Iraq war is
still active, but today we will be voting
on it, and it is long past due for us to
vote on it. The original text of the 2002
AUMF was disturbingly broad and au-
thorizes the United States military to
enforce United Nations Security Coun-
cil resolutions.

We have wasted $750 million on the
world’s largest embassy in Iraq. When
we get out of Iraq, it is time to put a
for sale sign on that embassy. We may
get only pennies on the dollar for that
embassy, but that is better than sacri-
ficing lives. We don’t want another
Libya; we don’t want another Benghazi
to happen in Iraq. It is time to scale
down the embassy, put what is there
for sale, and bring our troops and our
diplomats home.

Saddam Hussein’s regime was de-
feated in 2003. That is 18 years ago.
Obama declared the Iraq war ended in
2011. But the AUMF was never re-
pealed, and it gives a blank check to
any current or subsequent administra-
tion to keep American soldiers in Iraq
indefinitely and puts us at risk of get-
ting into another war if things esca-
late.

By 2013, a majority of Americans be-
lieved that the Iraq war was a mistake.
Approximately 4,586 U.S. soldiers have
died in Iraq, lost their lives since the
beginning of the war, and 32,000 have
been seriously wounded or injured in
Iraq since the start of the war.

Although it is hard to know the esti-
mated number of civilian casualties
during this period of time in Iraq, it is
somewhere between 800,000 and 1.3 mil-
lion civilians. Think about that. A mil-
lion civilians have died in this conflict.

It is time for us to leave. We owe it
to our soldiers. They signed up to pro-
tect our country. They didn’t sign up
to be the world’s policemen.

I urge my colleagues to vote for this
repeal of the 2002 Iraq AUMF today.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO MARY DUFFY
SHEAFFER BURTON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. SMUCKER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor and pay tribute to
Mary Duffy Sheaffer Burton, who
passed away earlier this year. I cer-
tainly appreciated Mary’s friendship
and support over the last several dec-
ades. She was an incredible lady.

Mary made an indelible mark
through her works and service to the
Lancaster County community. She was
a lifelong entrepreneur, a pioneer of
the manufacturing industry in Lan-
caster, starting her first business in
her garage, HDJ Company, in 1960,
which became a leader in the design
and manufacture of precision machin-
ing parts and would later become spe-
cialized medical devices and implants.

Her businesses would employ many
individuals over the years, building
lasting relationships with many, posi-
tively impacting their lives.

Mary received the Golden Microm-
eter Award from the Precision Ma-
chined Products Association of Amer-
ica, which is the highest honor of the
industry in 2008 and was a recognition
of her outstanding efforts and achieve-
ment.

She was just as devoted to improving
her community, generously supporting,
with her time and talents, many orga-
nizations which built Lancaster’s
thriving arts community, historical or-
ganizations, and organizations sup-
porting women and children.

Mary is survived by her three chil-
dren, who we express our sincerest con-
dolences to, Duffy, Mary, and Edward,
and by her grandchildren and her
great-grandchildren.

We are sad at Mary’s passing, but she
brought happiness to the lives of so
many, and for that we give thanks.

TAXING THE MIDDLE CLASS

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker,
President Biden is raising taxes on the
middle class. Make no mistake about
it. Middle-class Americans are feeling
the squeeze of inflation as well—at the
gas pump, at the grocery store, at the
hardware store, and everywhere in be-
tween—as a result of the President’s
reckless Big Government spending
plans.

This irresponsible $6 trillion budget
doubles down on taxing the middle
class, breaking his pledge to only tax
the wealthy. And we know he wants to
tax the middle class because the Presi-
dent’s budget would let the working-
and middle-class tax hikes from the
Tax Cut and Jobs Act expire.
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By the way, from 2017 to 2019, the
TCJA raised the median household in-
come by over $5,000. This was a real
positive impact for families across the
district that I represent, for families
across the country. And it also led to
the lowest poverty rate in history, lift-

June 16, 2021

ing more people out of poverty than
ever before and historically slow unem-
ployment.

But, apparently, Biden wants to
throw away those policies that built
the strongest economy that we have
seen in generations and, instead, will
force greater dependence on the Fed-
eral Government.

Even with all of the radical socialist
policies included in the President’s
budget, their own projections indicate
the worst economic growth of any dec-
ade since the Great Depression, at the
cost of more than $17 trillion added to
the national debt.

Madam Speaker, the President says
he wants to build back better, but I
fear that he will end up building back
bankrupt.

America can simply not afford his
middle-class tax hikes and socialist
spending wish list.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 46
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

O Lord, our God, we pause amidst the
business and the busyness of this week
and call on You. We are impatient to
hear Your word. Hurry to our assist-
ance.

May our prayers be like incense be-
fore You.

May the effort of our hands be as a
sacrifice to You.

Set a guard over our mouths, O Lord.
Watch over the words that come from
our lips. Do not let the thoughts that
emerge into speech be shaped with evil
intent.

And do not allow our hearts to be in-
clined to compete in wrongdoing with
those who wrong us.

But may our eyes be ever on You, for
in You do we find shelter. And to You
we entrust our whole selves.

We pray this in the strength of Your
name.

Amen.

————————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section
11(a) of House Resolution 188, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved.
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